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Course Description


A Biblical and theological study of the role of the Holy Spirit in the birth and development of the church and the larger world.

learning outcomes

Students will:

1.
Explore the work of the Spirit in the birth of the church.

2. Examine the place of the Spirit in the Trinity, Creation and Kingdom. 

3. Develop a theological understanding of the ministries of the word (Kerygma) and sacrament (Liturgia).

4. Study the role of the Spirit in the mission and social concern of the church.

5. Evaluate the scriptural teaching of Koinonia and spiritual gifts.

COURSE POLICIES

· ATTENDANCE AND TARDY POLICY 
You must attend the zoom class on time and remain present with video on and the volume off until dismissed.  Class attendance is necessary in order to complete the course.  The School for Professional Studies relies on the dynamics of class interaction and group processing in order to integrate and apply the learning of academic content. This model also emphasizes the development and practice of interpersonal communication skills and teamwork (e.g., group problem solving and negotiation).   The format therefore necessitates class attendance.  In practical terms, one course session is equivalent to three weeks of traditional semester course work.
Due to the concentrated scheduling and the emphasis upon participatory learning, students need to be in attendance every week.  Students who miss more than one class meeting (or more than five class hours) in any given course will automatically receive a failing grade and need to retake the course to obtain a passing grade.  If an instructor deems that a student’s second absence was under extremely unavoidable and unusual circumstances (i.e., an auto accident), the professor may file an academic petition on behalf of the student to the Dean of SPS.  If the academic petition is approved, the instructor may give the student a “W” (Withdrawal) grade in place of a failing grade.  The student will still be required to retake the course.

Students who arrive late disturb the class.  At the professor’s discretion, students who arrive late may not receive participation points for the unit covered.  Students who are habitually late may be asked to drop the course.

· DEGREE REQUIREMENTS

Students must achieve a minimum grade of C- for all major course requirements.  Any major course in which the student receives a grade below C- must be retaken.

· CLASS PARTICIPATION
You must be prepared and participate in all discussions.  Criterion:  Is the student engaged in zoom discussions?  Does the student demonstrate an ability to handle assigned material with a degree of proficiency? (E.g., demonstrate the type of questions and issues consistent, and reflecting a familiarity with the assigned material).  Participation evaluated according to quality, not quantity, of participation.  Attendance will be scored, and no participation points will be awarded if the student is absent. 

· SUBMISSION OF PAPERS AND NOTES
The School for Professional Studies office does not assume responsibility for any papers.  No homework or notes will be accepted for professors in the SPS office, nor will papers be returned to students through the SPS office. 

The method for the submission of homework and class notes will be on canvas as the professor will explain on the first day of class (May 8th).  DUE TIMES:
PAPER 1: 5/15 on canvas by 5:00 PM Pacific Time (on the second week of class)
PAPER 2: 5/22 on canvas by 5:00 PM Pacific Time

PAPER 3: 5/29 on canvas by 5:00 PM Pacific Time

PAPER 4: 6/5 on canvas by 5:00 PM Pacific Time

CLASS NOTES: 6/9 on canvas by midnight (11:59) Pacific Time.
· LATE PAPER POLICY
You are responsible for submitting assignments on time (by 5:00 pm Pacific Time).  Unless authorized by the Professor in advance, no credit will be given for assignments not turned in when due.  
· ACADEMIC DISHONESTY
Work submitted for assessment purposes must be the independent work of the student concerned.  Plagiarism, or copying and use of another’s work without proper acknowledgment, is not permitted.  Nor is it permissible for any former or present student to allow another student to refer to, use as a sample, or in any way copy or review their work.  If a student needs guidance, he or she must seek the Professor’s assistance.

student evaluation

Students will receive a grade for the course based on the evaluation of their performance in the following areas:

I.
Zoom Attendance/Participation (50 points). Attendance is expected.  Since this is a highly participatory class, absences are strongly discouraged. In accordance with the Student Handbook, if you are absent from class for more than one session, you will fail the class. The professor will assign a separate grade for this part of the course which will be averaged with other portions of the grade.  The criteria will be the quality of the contribution to the class or small group discussions.  Be prepared, each week, to be called on and asked about the readings.

II. 
Completion of four Weekly Readings and Writing Assignments (total 800 points) (200 points PER PAPER). You will receive points for each question each week for the readings and assignments for Weeks One through Four. Week Five is devoted to the test. After the first week, NO LATE PAPERS WILL BE ACCEPED.
III.
Typed class notes (150 Points): Class will end each week around 7:30 PM Pacific Time. The student will then have about a half hour to transpose their written notes to a typed version. These will all be handed in at the end of the course for credit.
These are some prominent questions that we will deal with throughout the five weeks:

1. Relate the bestowal of the Spirit at Pentecost with the act of Jesus breathing on the disciples in John 20. How would you integrate these two reports of the bestowal of the Spirit to the birth of the church? 

2. What are the three elements of life in the Spirit? Discuss them individually and how they relate together.

3. Why does Paul mention the Triune God when introducing the fellowship of the church in I Corinthians 12:4-6 and Ephesians 4:1-6? Discuss the Trinitarian basis and goal of the church’s fellowship.

4. What is Koinonia in the light of Acts 2:43-47. Compare this with what the church commonly refers to as “fellowship” today.

5. What is the literal meaning of the term, “charismata?” Discuss one major point concerning this doctrine from I Corinthians 12 and one from Ephesians 4. And what are the four goals and standards of the gifts given in I Corinthians 12 - 14?

6.What is the “inspiration” of scripture according to 2 Timothy 3:16? How has this been traditionally distinguished from “illumination?” 

7. What is the role of the Spirit in Baptism and the Lord’s Supper. Draw from Romans 6 and I Corinthians 11.

8. What is the role of the Spirit as the missionary Spirit in Acts (especially ch.2). Then relate the mission of the Church through the Spirit to social concern and to devout people in other, Non-Christian religions.

When the points you earned have been added together, you will receive a letter grade according to the following scale:

student evaluation 

Percentages
Points
Grade
Significance
GPA

93-100%
930-1000
A
Exceptional
4.00

90-92.9%
900-929
A-



3.67

87-89.9%
870-899
B+



3.33

83-86.9%
830-869
B
Above Average
3.00

80-82.9%
800-829
B-



2.67

77-79.9%
770-799
C+



2.33

73-76.9%
730-769
C
Average

2.00

70-72.9%
700-729
C-



1.67

67-69.9%
670-699
D+



1.33

63-66.9%
630-669
D
Below Average
1.00

60-62.9%
600-629
D-



0.67

00-59.9%
000-599
F
Failure

0.00

All reading and written work is to be completed before class each week. This includes the first week of class. Late work, as well as the failure to read all assignments, will result in a loss of points and will adversely affect your grade. Over 200 points can be earned each week from written work and attendance/participation. Make every effort to be in class and be prepared to participate in class discussions.  

Your written work will be graded for the soundness of your arguments, the critical use of class readings, the Bible and sound theology, and for formal matters such as spelling, grammar, and formatting. The criteria for the evaluation of your work will include:

1.
Proofing.  Papers must be typed and proofed before they are submitted.  Miss-typing and grammatical errors that hinder an understanding of your ideas will be factors in the determination of your grade.

2.
General guidelines for your essay answers due each week:  

Overall, the written assignments are summaries of the reading assignments. These are not opinion answers. Though some personal opinion is welcomed at the END of your essay answers, the overwhelming bulk of your answer is to represent a detailed and dense summary of points made in the reading assignment. Beyond that, these qualities are to be present in your answers (the points under b, c, and d are most important):


a.  
Coherence: The essay answer is to be balanced,  carefully developed,  and thoughtful.  Does it unfold in a logically coherent fashion?

.
b.
Accuracy: Is the information you present an accurate representation of the reading assignment?


c.
Completeness: Is there additional information in the reading, which is important, but overlooked? If so, you must include it.

d. 
Substance: Does the essay answer reflect an intense attention to detail and explanation from the reading?

e.
Writing style: Are the essay answers grammatically correct?  Is the prose interesting, clear, rhetorically appropriate?


General guidelines for class notes:

a. Your notes for all five weeks MUST be typed and submitted together on a single ms word or pdf file.

b. Your notes must be clearly organized, divided by headings indicating the class date.
c. Most of all, your notes must be thoroughly explained. IF YOU USE BULLET POINTS, EACH ONE MUST BE THOROUGHLY EXPLAINED AS THEY WERE IN CLASS. UNEXPLAINED BULLET POINTS WILL NOT BE GRANTED FULL CREDIT. ANY MAJOR SCRIPTURE TEXTS QUOTED MUST BE EXPLAINED AS THEY WERE IN CLASS. ANY UNEXPLAINED SCRIPTURE TEXTS WILL NOT BE GRANTED FULL CREDIT.

d. Your notes must be complete. No lecture material can be left out.
OVERVIEW


One of our texts captures the mission of this course: 

The Spirit is elusive but profound and worthy of adoration. If Father points to ultimate reality and Son supplies the clue to the divine mystery, Spirit epitomizes the nearness of the power and presence of God. St. John of the Cross (b. 1542) aptly calls the Spirit a living flame of love and celebrates the nimble, responsive, playful, personal gift of God.

As we begin, let us say: Welcome, Holy Spirit, come and set us free! Let each one catch the living flame and be ravished by your love! Let our souls glow with your fire. Help us overcome our forgetfulness of Spirit.  Pinnock, Clark H. Flame of Love. Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 1996, Pg. 9.


The Pentecostal, and later charismatic, movement in the twentieth century church renewed interest in the Spirit. The long neglect of the third member of the Trinity has finally ended. Now there is a rich and varied supply of books, courses and studies on the Spirit. This course seeks to explore this plentiful harvest of resources. We will be exploring some of the key themes that have developed over the last century.  


We will be examining the Spirit's ministry in the church in the light of the full range of His activities in the context of the Trinity, creation, Christology and the Kingdom of God. There will also be an in depth discussion of spiritual gifts and the place of the Spirit in worship and the word. The Spirit is still at work in the world and this requires us to consider that work in social action as well as salvation. 


The move of the Spirit has brought controversy as well. The Pentecostal and charismatic movements have created strains in the Christian community. These movements have millions of adherents and have high lighted what has been called "experience certified theology."  This has made some in the Christian community very uncomfortable and critical of this developing trend in theology. This course will address some of these issues.


It is our hope that the Spirit Himself will come alive to students in this course.


Frank Macchia


Don Baldwin

STUDENT ASSIGNMENTS

Note: I’ve adjusted the questions so that even students with kindle editions of the reading should be able to locate which sections from the reading assignment are being referenced. Also, some questions have within them more than one question. Be sure to answer all of the questions being asked. 
WEEK ONE Assignment (Due 5/15 on canvas by 5:00 PM PST, just before the start of the second week of class)

The first week of lectures focuses on the deity and person of the Spirit and the Spirit’s work in relation to Christ. The readings will also go beyond these specific concerns to talk about the differences between the pneumatologies of Luke and Paul. The reading for this week is from Pinnock's, Flame of Love, chapter 5, and the entire book by Roger Stonstad, The Charismatic Theology of St. Luke. Thoroughly read all of this material and answer the questions below. The student will be prepared to hand in these essay answers before the second class begins.


Using the essay guidelines under "Student Evaluation" above, the student will write short essay answers (two or three paragraphs are usually sufficient, except for question 6 below) for each of the following questions. For question 1, just read the scriptures listed there and state that you’ve done so.
1. Read Luke 1:35 and John 15:26 and 20:21-23, and I Corinthians 12:11 and 15:45. Just indicate in answer to this question that you’ve read the scriptures that are listed.
2. Mainstream Protestant churches (following the general tendency of Christianity in the west) have tended to view salvation essentially as “justification” or legal acquittal from judgment and forgiveness of sins.  Such a view of salvation is based on what Christ did in dying on the cross and fulfilling the righteousness of God for us. How does Pinnock in chapter 5 use the work of the Spirit to fill out the larger picture of salvation through Christ? Focus in on pages 149-159 (from the beginning of the chapter to the end of the subsection entitled, “Awakening to Love”) and 162-172 (the entire subsections entitled, “Event  of the Spirit” and “Receiving and Actualizing”). Be specific in listing all of his major points on these pages. Evaluate his argument too. What do you find most clear or helpful? Is there anything less than clear or problematic?
3. Carefully study pages 5-14 in Stronstad's book (start with the subsection entitled, “The Theological Character of Luke’s Historiography” and proceed to the end of the chapter). What points is he making about the theological nature of Luke's narrative and the uniqueness of Luke's theology of Spirit baptism in relation to Paul's teaching on the subject? Be sure to emphasize how Stronstad contrasts these two views of Spirit baptism (Luke’s and Paul’s). How do these two views differ according to Stronstad? What does Stronstad think of those who use Paul’s view of Spirit baptism to interpret Luke on the same subject?
4. According to chapter two of Stronstad's book (the entire chapter), what are the dominant Holy Spirit themes of the Old Testament and the Intertestamental literature (the Judaistic literature written after the close of the Old Testament period but before the start of the New Testament period)? Be thorough. Explain each point.
5. In chapter three of Stronstad's book (the entire chapter) he makes several points about the ministry of the charismatic Christ. What are those points and how would you evaluate the importance of his line of argument? Be thorough. Explain each point.
6. On pages 60 to 61 (the subsection “The Miracle of Pentecost”), Stronstad gives four observations on the meaning of Luke's use of the phrase "filled with the Holy Spirit." What are they? Explain each one. On pages 62-63 (subsection “Peter’s Pentecost Interpretation”), what are the five factors of Peter’s Pentecost interpretation that characterize the gift of the Spirit? Explain each one! On pages 63-65 (subsection “Peter’s Pentecost Application”), what is the four-fold application of Peter's message in Acts 2? Explain each one. Summarize what pages 66 to 69 (subsection “The Religious Experience of Pentecost”) say about the religious experience of Pentecost. Do you find this line of inquiry important? Why?
7. Using both the Book of Acts and Stronstad's chapter 5 (the entire chapter), summarize the major points involved in the reception of the gift of the Spirit in Acts chapters 8 (the Samaritans), 9 (Paul), 10 (the household of Cornelius) and 19 (the Ephesian Jews). Go through each chapter explaining point for point how the Spirit was received. What happened just before and just after the reception of the Spirit in each and every case?
8. There are those who say that Spirit baptism in Acts is conversion to Christ. How does Stronstad respond to this viewpoint in chapter 6 of his book? Be thorough. Do you agree with Stronstad? Why?
WEEK TWO ASSIGNMENT (Due 5/22 On canvas by 5:00 PM PST)

Last week we noted how essential the Spirit is to the birth of the church as a regenerated, sanctified, and empowered community of faith.  This week we will focus on how the Spirit transcends (extends beyond) the confines of the church and its ministry.  We will discuss general themes of the Spirit's work in God's triune life (in the context of the Trinity), creation, and the Kingdom of God inaugurated by the work of Christ. Our purpose is to provide a broad background for our understanding of the Spirit's ministry in the church. Using the essay guidelines under "Student Evaluation" above, the student will write short essay answers (one or two paragraphs are usually sufficient) for each of the following questions (except no. 1).

1. Read I Corinthians 12:4-6 and Ephesians 4:1-6. Next read Genesis 1:1-2 and Acts 17:24-28. Then read Matthew 12:28-32 in the light of Romans 14:17. Next read Revelation 1-3.

2. From ch.1, pages 33-35 (the subsection, “A Struggle to Understand”) of Pinnock's book, describe what he means by the Trinity as a "loving community" of persons (a "social" Trinity) in opposition to the efforts of Barth, Rahner, and Kung to emphasize God as one even to point of shying away from speaking of three "persons." Add to this how Pinnock describes the Spirit as the Spirit of communion on pages 37-40 (the subsection, “Spirit and Communion”). Is his position viable? Why?

3. Many have seen God as an "absolute ego" that is, distant from the world and untouched by it. How does Pinnock on pages 42-48 (ch.1, the subsection, “God’s Fair Beauty”) use the notion of God as a society or community of persons to describe God and God's relation to the world through the Spirit? Explain.

4. Why do you suppose I Corinthians 12:4-6 and Ephesians 4:1-6 speak of God in a triune way as an introduction to the role of the Spirit in the church? Answer this in light of pages 198-216 (chapter 5) of Lim's book?

5. Read pages 50-55 (from the start of ch.2 to the beginning of the subsection, “Trinitarian Creation”) in Pinnock's book. How does he respond to those who confine the Spirit to the church and its piety (or religious devotion)? Do you agree with him? Why?

6. Read pages 55-61 (subsections “Trinitarian Creation,” “Two Hands of God,” and “Creation by the Spirit”) in Pinnock. How does he describe the Trinitarian act of creation, especially the role of the Spirit in it? 

7. How does Pinnock in ch.2, pages 62-64, (subsection “Useful Implications”) develop the implications of the Spirit's role in creation? 

8. On pages 79-82 (from the start of ch.3 to the beginning of the subsection “Universal Preparation”) how does Pinnock correct the lack of emphasis on the role of the Spirit in Christ's work? In light also of pages 85-91 (subsection “Jesus and the Spirit”), how does he describe this role of the Spirit in relation to Christ? Do you agree?

9. In ch.3, pages 93-101 (subsections “Salvation by Recapitulation” and “Saved by His Life”), how does Pinnock describe salvation by the Spirit and Christ?  What are his major points? Is he correct?

WEEK THREE ASSIGNMENT (Due 5/29 on canvas by 5:00 PM PST)

Now we begin to describe the major ways that the ministry of the Spirit in the church is active. We naturally begin with Spiritual gifts ("charismata" or gifts of grace). This is the place to begin since the gifts of the Spirit reveal that the ministry of the Spirit takes place through the whole people of God, and not just through the ordained clergy. Answer the questions below from Lim's book. Using the essay guidelines under "Student Evaluation" above, the student will write short essay answers (one or two paragraphs are usually sufficient) for each of the following questions (except no. 1).

1. Read Acts 2:43-47; I Corinthians 12-14; Ephesians 4; and Romans 12.

2. Briefly, how does chapter 1 of Lim's book categorize and describe the gifts listed in I Corinthians 12:1-11? Be sure to mention any disagreements with his commentary or important points in the text that you feel Lim left out of his discussion. 

3. Summarize Lim's commentary on I Corinthians 12:12-31 in chapter two of his book noting any disagreements you might have with his views.

4. What are the major points of Lim's commentary on I Corinthians 13 in chapter three? Is there anything he left out that you would add? Any disagreements with his positions?

5. Repeat the above process for his commentary on I Corninthians 14.

6. Why do you suppose Lim confined his discussion of spiritual gifts largely to I Corinthians 12-14? Review Ephesians 4 and Romans 12. Do the gifts listed in these chapters look somewhat different from those listed in I Corinthians 12-14? How? Does this difference help you to explain why Lim concentrates on I Corinthians 12-14 in his book? Could it be that Lim is revealing a tendency to view Spiritual gifts mainly as miraculous manifestations of the Spirit (which dominate the lists of I Corinthians 12-14) as distinct from "ministry gifts" which dominate Ephesians 4 and Romans 12? Could the answer be both options? What is your position on this issue? 

7. Describe what koinonia (fellowship or "having things in common") is according to Acts 2:43-47. 

WEEK FOUR ASSIGNMENT (Due 6/5 on canvas by 5:00 PM PST)

We turn now to the traditional role of the Spirit in Word (scripture and kerygma or preaching) and sacrament (principally the eucharist or Lord's supper and baptism). Using the essay guidelines under "Student Evaluation" above, the student will write short essay answers (one or two paragraphs are usually sufficient) for each of the following questions (except no. 1).

1. Read Romans 6:1-4; I Corinthians 11:20-32; and 2 Timothy 3:15-17.

2. As you will recall, Stronstad defined Spirit baptism narrowly as charismatic (especially prophetic) empowerment for Christian service. Does Pinnock define Spirit baptism the same way on pages 119-127 (chapter 4, subsection “Power and Presence” and the part of subsection, “Baptism and Eucharist,” that deals with water baptism) of his book? In particular, is Pinnock implying that Spirit baptism occurs with water baptism? In answering, take note of the role water baptism plays in the gift of the Spirit for Pinnock. Does Stronstad grant water baptism the same role in Spirit baptism? With whom do you most agree, Pinnock or Stronstad? Why? 
3. How does Pinnock describe the sacramental role of the Spirit on pages 119-129 (chapter 4, subsections “Power and Presence” and the “Baptism and Eucharist”) Do you agree or disagree? Why?

4. On pages 129-147 in Pinnock ch. 4 (subsection, “Charismatic Presence,” all the way to the end of the chapter) he deals with the work of the Spirit in spiritual gifts and revivals. List the major points of his discussion and emphasize those points with which you most agree or disagree. Why do you agree or disagree?

5. There are those who confuse God's revelation with abstract and dead concepts or doctrines (emphasizing the cognitive or the "head" over the "heart"). On the other hand, revelation is not just mystical experience with no content. How does Pinnock wrestle with this overall issue on pages 215-227 of ch. 7 (from the beginning of the chapter to the beginning of the subsection, “Inspiration and Illumination”) and what is his view of revelation by way of response? Is he correct?

6. How does Pinnock distinguish "inspiration" from "illumination" on pages 227-231 (ch. 7, subsection “Inspiration and Illumination”)? How does he describe the test of legitimate development in "illumination" throughout the centuries of the church in doctrine and worship from page 231 to the end of the chapter (the subsection “A Theory of Development” to the end of the chapter)?

CLASS NOTES ARE DUE 6/9 ON CANVAS BY MIDNIGHT (11:59) PACIFIC TIME (SUMIT ALL NOTES TYPED ON A SINGLE MS WORD OR PDF FILE).
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