Special Topic: Pentecostal Theology
Professor Frank D. Macchia (fmacchia@vanguard.edu)
Spring 2026: Jan. 14th to March 4th 3:30 PM Pacific Time

Zoom link:
https://vanguard.zoom.us/j/91835789798?pwd=YllHM1p1OXV0c3VORUYwSVF0bjAwUT09#success


City Harvest Church

I. Textbooks: All writings will be available on Prof. Macchia’s website frankdmacchia.com (follow the Vanguard link to the course title. The links will be found beneath that).

Steven J. Land, Pentecostal Spirituality: A Passion for the Kingdom (CPT Press, 2010).

Amos Yong, The Spirit Poured out on All Flesh (Baker Academic, 2006).

Robert Menzies, Pentecost: This is Our Story (Gospel Publishing House, 2013) (chapters one, two, and three). 
Frank D. Macchia, Four Selected Writings Provided by the Author:

	Macchia, “The Spirit Baptized Church,” International Journal for the Study of the Christian Church, 11.4, 2011.

	Macchia, “Sighs Too Deep for Words,” Journal of Pentecostal Theology, 1992 (note: the term “glossolalia” refers to speaking in tongues).

	Macchia, “Signs of Grace in a Graceless World,” Festschrift in Honor of John Christopher Thomas.

	Macchia, “On Demythologizing the Devil,” Festschrift in Honor of Rev. Lee.

(Note: Menzies three chapters and the above four Macchia essays count as one book. They will all be available on my website, frankdmacchia.com).


II. Course Description:

This is an intensive independent study on Pentecostal Theologies. It centers on key texts in this area. The purpose is to explore the core themes and development of Pentecostal theology with an eye towards its relevance to the witness of the churches today.

III. Course Goals:

To understand the rise of Pentecostal theology.

To appreciate the diversity of Pentecostal theology.

To explore what Pentecostal theology can mean for the churches today.

IV. Assignments:

The course will center on three papers written in response to written sources:

A. PAPER 1: LAND BOOK: Read carefully Steve Land’s entire book, Pentecostal Spirituality. He focuses on spirituality in his effort to bring together Pentecostal theology and practice (doctrinal orthodoxy and practical orthopraxy are centrally linked by spiritual orthopathos). But his interest is mainly in probing theological issues in the light of spirituality and practice. He is especially interested in the relationship between sanctification (purity) and Spirit baptism (power). He thus struggles with the tension in Pentecostalism between “purity” and “power.” Some have felt that Pentecostals have stressed “power” (Spirit baptism, spiritual warfare, signs and wonders) but not enough sanctification (purity and holiness), which was stressed in the Holiness Movement out of which much of Pentecostalism arose historically. Land seeks to use the kingdom of God (the “apocalyptic” coming of God’s reign) as a point of integration between power and purity, since the Kingdom is coming in power and, yet, we yearn for it with our affections (passions or desires) to the point of conforming to the kingdom from within (giving rise to purity). Write a minimum ten-page paper on Land’s book, nine pages summarizing the entire book and a page or two asking questions and responding. You can go over that amount of pages but don’t go under it. In your summary (which is the bulk of your paper), concentrate entirely on a dense and substantial summary of the main points of Land’s argument. Do not at this point offer any opinions or reflections. Do not pull in personal experiences, outside research, or lecture notes. In the summary portion of the paper, concentrate entirely on summarizing the book’s arguments. In your final page, you can offer personal reflection and probe the issues with questions. Do not neglect this final page. Put mature thought into it. For example, is Spirit baptism only “power” or does it also imply purity? What do you think of a theological method that involves orthodoxy, orthopathy, and orthopraxis? Are these three all that separate from each other? How would you envision their integration? Etc. DUE JAN. 28th (EMAIL) BY 3:00 PM

B. PAPER 2: YONG BOOK: Next, read Amos Yong’s book, The Spirit Poured out on all Flesh (Baker Academic, 2006). Yong does a brief overview of Pentecostalism globally (as of 2006 that is!). Then he thinks theologically in a way that places a strong emphasis on the Spirit. Again, as you did above, write an ten-page paper substantially summarizing the major points raised in the book (about nine pages or more doing this), and then at the end devote a page raising questions and evaluating the arguments. Do not leave this final page out! For example, What do you think of his vision of a ”global” Pentecostal theology? What do you think of the role he grants Spirit baptism? What about his understanding of the church? Etc. DUE FEB 18th  (EMAIL) BY 3:00 PM.

C. PAPER 3: MENZIES AND MACCHIA: This paper will combine the first three chapters from Menzies’s book with four essays written by Prof. Macchia. Read the first three chapters of Menzies’s book, Pentecost: This Is Our Story. Along with these small chapters, read the four selected writings by Frank Macchia (I will provide you with them). Take all of these writings together, as if they represented one source. Start by summarizing them all, one after another in order (about nine pages of overall summary, about a page-and-a-half for each of the three chapters of Menzies’s book, and about a page-and-a-half for each of Macchia’s essays). In the summary part of the paper do not offer any reflection or pose any questions (as above, do not draw in outside research or lecture material). At the end of the paper, you can devote a page reflecting on all of the readings assigned for this part of the course. You can also raise questions. For example, What do you think of Menzies idea that there are “two baptisms in the Spirit” (one Lukan and one Pauline) in the pages of the New Testament compared to Macchia’s view of Spirit baptism? Then, what do you think of what Menzies writes about speaking in tongues? Compare that with what Macchia says about glossolalia. Next, What do you think concerning what Macchia says about spiritual gifts and then demonology? Any questions? DUE MARCH 4th (EMAIL) BY 3:00 PM. 
Note: All of your papers are to be double spaced and no. 12 font.

An “A” paper will:

Be substantial. It will dig deep and be detailed as well as grasping overarching points.

Be accurate. It will fairly and accurately represent the author’s views.

Be probing. At the end, it will explore the work with comments and questions.

D. CLASS NOTES: At the end of the course, the student will hand in a file with their class notes. These notes will be:

Explained. Do not just offer unexplained scripture references or terse bullet points! Explain!

Typed. Notes that are hand written will be docked points.

In a single file. Combine all of your notes into a single file.

Organized so that each week and date is at the heading of each section of notes.

Thorough. Do not leave out any class days.

V. Evaluation:

Yong paper: 300 pts.

Land paper: 300 pts.

Menzies/Macchia essays: 275 pts.

Class notes: 125 pts.

Total: 1000 pts max


Zoom Rules:

Please have your computer muted unless you wish to speak.

Please have your video on unless you have a temporary need to turn it off.

Please use proper decorum; be dressed and seated as you would attending a class in person.

Please log on at 3:30 and remain on until the session is over.

Please do not miss any session. If you must miss one during the duration of the course, please clear it with Prof. Macchia per email. If you must miss more than one class session, extra work may be required.
